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JÁNIS NÉDELA : RUNNING BACKWARDS

For 25 years text has been central to Jnis Nedla’s work, and it has been the book as object which has
been his dominant form. In this exhibition he uses etched acrylic to configurate the structure of book
pages and with words to playfully adopt palindromes to tease the mind.

All books created in 2007 or otherwise stated.
All books sold as a diptych. Etched Acrylic
All book sizes are 21 x 14 x 3cm (each panel)

All works $ 880 each
Powder coated steel shelf + $ 45

Floor talk 3 pm Sunday 30 September
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2000 Commission – Public Art, Pencil Sculpture, North Albany Senior High School, Albany, WA
2000 Bait (1991), featured on the cover of the Riga, Latvia publication TEKSTS UN KLÁTBÚTNE, (Ausma Cimdina).
1999 #7, Theatre, 1991, from the PROEM Suite’, featured  on the  cover of  the University of Western Australia publication  SHAKESPEARE: Readers,

Audiences, Players (edited by R.S. White, Charles Edelman, Christopher Wortham).
1996 # 10 from ENIGMA: A Suite of Variations, 1996, featured on the cover of the Latviesu Literaturas

Riga publication Feminisms un Literatura (A. Cimdina and various authors).
1995 Installation Art, Westweek, Aherns, Perth, WA.
1992 Diary #8, 1992, featured on the cover of The Potters’ Society of Australia publication Pottery in Australia.
1992 Camouflage No1, 1990, featured on the cover of Chalkface Press publication Literary Terms: A Practical Glossary, (by Brian Moon).
1990 Camouflage No1, 1990, featured on the cover of Chalkface Press publication

Studying Literature: Theory and Practice for Senior Students (by Brian Moon).

PALINDROMES   #21-47

21. SEMORDNILAP / PALINDROMES
Etched acrylic, vinyl, acrylic paint

22. SATOR AREPO TENET OPERA   ROTAS / ‘THE SOWER AREPO
HOLDS THE  WHEELS WITH CARE’
Found as a graffito at Herculaneum, buried in ash. Date 79AD
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

23. NO / ON  (2006)
Etched acrylic

24. ‘BOB’:
the 10th song from the ‘Poodle Hat’
album by “Weird Al”  Yankovic. A Homage to Bob Dylan.
Etched acrylic

25. DOG, AS A DEVIL DEFIED, LIVED  AS A GOD. / WON’T CAT
LOVERS  REVOLT/ ACT NOW!
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

26. STAR / RATS
Etched acrylic

27. NOW NED, I AM A MAIDEN NUN.
NED I AM A MAIDEN WON. / NAME NOW ONE MAN.
Etched acrylic

28. PETS / STEP
Etched acrylic

29. DESSERTS I STRESSED. / GO
HANG A SALAMI, I’M A LASAGNE HOG..
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint



PALINDROMES  :  continued

30. REWARD / DRAWER
Etched acrylic

31. COMPUTER PROGRAMMES I
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

 32 DAMMIT, I’M MAD. / DRAB AS A
FOOL. ALOOF AS A BARD.
 Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

33. EROS? SIDNEY MY END IS SORE. /  LIVE NOT ON
EVIL,’ MADAM, LIVE  NOT ON EVIL.
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

34. SWAP / PAWS
Etched acrylic

35. MA / AM
Etched acrylic

36. REMIT / TIMER
Etched acrylic

37. ‘DO NINE MEN INTERPRET?’ ‘NINE
MEN I NOD.’ / NEVER ODD OR EVEN.
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

38. SMART / TRAMS
Etched acrylic

39. WOMEN UNDERSTAND MEN; FEW MEN UNDER-
STAND WOMEN. / SAYS MOM, ‘WHAT DO YOU
DO?’- YOU DO WHAT MOM SAYS.
Etched acrylic

40. STEP ON NO PETS
Etched acrylic

41. REFLOG A GOLFER. / GOLF ? NO
SIR, PREFER PRISON FLOG
Etched acrylic

42. STRAW / WARTS
Etched acrylic

43. CIGAR? TOSS IT IN A CAN. IT IS SO TRAGIC.
NO, IT IS OPPOSED, ART SEES TRADE’S
OPPOSITION.
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

44.. ‘DUSK TO DAWN’
Attributed to Mark Scrivener.
Etched acrylic

45. PART / TRAP  (2006)
Etched acrylic

46. SATOR AREPO TENET OPERA   ROTAS / ‘THE
SOWER AREPO HOLDS THE  WHEELS WITH CARE’
Found as a graffito at Herculaneum, buried in ash.
Date 79AD
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

47. ‘TOO HOT TOO HOOT!’ ‘TOO HOT TO WOO!’ ‘TOO
WOT?’ ‘TOO HOT TO HOOT!’ ‘TOO WOO!’ ‘TOO WOT?’
‘TOO HOOT!’ ‘TOO HOT TO HOOT!’ / YOU CAN CAGE A
SWALLOW CAN’T YOU, BUT YOU CAN’T SWALLOW
A CAGE CAN YOU?.
Etched acrylic, acrylic paint

The artist wishes to acknowledge the following for their support
in the creation, documentation and installation of this body of
work :
Dr. David Bromfield + Pippa Tandy, Shaun Chambers, Martin
Farquharson + Debra Haylock, Jeff Ferguson, Luke Zentner +
Kareen Blachford of Artcom Fabrication, David Forrest CBE, Sherie
Glen + Lynette McCleer (Schenker Australia Pty Ltd, Noel
Montague, Graham + Laurie (T. Needham & Co Sheetmetal
Manuafacturers, Norah Ohrt, Douglas + Magda Sheerer Galerie
Düsseldorf.
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