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In his first solo exhibition Kim Stanley Medlen explores the lives of men in the gay 
community in a contemporary context where highly-active antiretroviral treatment (HAART) 
has given much hope for those who are HIV positive. The sculptural works in this exhibition, 
titled HAART, reveal the social impacts and responses of those living long-term with HIV, 
along with the collateral effects upon gay men who are HIV negative.

In HAART the sculptures echo the masquerade that gay men often undertake in order to 
conceal their sexuality or HIV status. Through body building, masking effeminate mannerisms 
and adopting masculine facades, these men seek to evade the stigmas of derogatory 
language and the communities’ fear of HIV. The artist also comments on the difficult journey 
faced by those on the life support of HAART, where promise and hope is accompanied by a 
tiring ritual of medication and waiting for the unknown.

The materials chosen for the HAART sculptures emphasise the masquerade, where the gloss 
and the precious hide the soft and the less valued, and the beauty and shine of the solid 
forms conceal the dangers of the bodily fluids they represent.

* Kim Stanley Medlen was the recipient of the 2007 Curtin University / Galerie Düsseldorf 
Post Graduate Scholarship 

KIM STANLEY MEDLEN : “HAART” 2009

1
“Mask” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
90 x 70 x 15 cm			   $ 1,600

2
“Quean” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
90 x 70 x 15 cm			   $ 1,600

3
“Masquerade” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 23 carat gold 
leaf over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
90 x 70 x 15 cm			   $ 1,600

4
“Fag” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
90 x 70 x 15 cm			   $ 1,600

5
“Pumped” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
90 x 70 x 15 cm			   $ 1,600

6
“Journey” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
90 x 70 x 15 cm			   $ 1,600

7
“Queer” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 23 carat gold 
leaf over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
50 x 210 x 15 cm			   $ 2,000

8
“Unknown” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood’ 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, acrylic on perspex
100 x 100 x 5 cm			   $ 2,000

9
“Untold” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, acrylic, tape on 
perspex
100 x 100 x 15 cm			   $ 2,000

10
“Understood” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, acrylic texture on perspex
100 x 100 x 15 cm			   $ 2,000
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11
“Stigma” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex.
50 x 180 x 15 cm			   $2,000

12
“Therapy” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
120 x 44 x 15 cm			   $ 1,500

13
“d4T” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 23 carat gold 
leaf over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
40 x 150 x 15 cm			   $ 1,600

14
“Self” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 650

15
“Hope” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm 			   $ 650

16
“Promise” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 650

17
“Lost” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 600

18
“Life” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 600

19
“Veil” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 650

20
“Ritual” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 650

21
“Whisper” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 650

22
“Silence” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 650

23
“Waiting” 2009
Automotive paint over balsa wood, 22 carat gold 
over copper, freshwater pearls, perspex.	
60 x 30 x 10 cm			   $ 650
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